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Physical Science
Sarah Zein-EL-Abdin
2025-2026
	Course Syllabus



	Teacher: Ms. Zein-EL-Abdin
	Grades: 10th – 12th 
	Room: 703



	Course Description/ Overview

	
· The Physical Science curriculum is designed to continue student investigations of the physical sciences that began in grades K-8 and provide students the necessary skills to have a richer knowledge base in physical science. This course is designed as a survey course of chemistry and physics. This curriculum includes the more abstract concepts such as the conceptualization of the structure of atoms, motion and forces, and the conservation of energy and matter, the action/reaction principle, and wave behavior. Students investigate physical science concepts through experience in laboratories and field work using the processes of inquiry.

	Course Content

	· Georgia high school physical science courses cover a range of topics in chemistry and physics, including
·  atomic structure, 
· the periodic table, 
· chemical reactions, 
· motion, 
· forces,
·  energy, 
· waves, 
· electricity, 
· magnetism

	Course Materials

	· Calculator (actual calculator not the one in your cell phone)
· Highlighters
· Paper
· 2-inch three ring binder
· Pens and pencil

	Course Policies

	· Canvas will be used to deliver class content and direct students to other digital tools, such as Albert, SAVVAS, Ed puzzle, and Khan Academy.
· ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: It is required that you be an active participant during the learning process.  Come to class prepared, on time, and every day.  The school day begins at 8:15 a.m.
· RULES & EXPECTATIONS:
· WE ARE SCIENTISTS:  Be curious.  Think critically about the material, and try and relate it to the world around you.
· If you don’t understand, ASK QUESTIONS!  You are probably not the only one who has questions.  
· Other students can sometimes be the best teachers.  Ask a friend for help if you don’t understand, and (humbly) offer your help to others. 
· Clear up misunderstandings IMMEDIATELY.  I am available afterschool (by appointment).  Topics build on one another, so it is important that you understand the first topic in order to understand the next.
· WE ARE PROFESSIONALS:
· Come to class, prepared, on time, every day.  NO EXCUSES
· Do your own work.  Copying others’ class work or homework will only hurt you on tests and exams. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a grade of zero.
· Cellular or electronic devices should not be seen or heard while doing classwork, tests, quizzes, or any other graded assignment, if so students will receive a grade of zero on the assignment.  
· Cursing is NOT professional language.  Disrespect to the teacher or fellow students is also NOT professional 
· We ask questions and WORK HARD EVERY DAY.
· Take excellent notes, especially examples.  These will be your best resources for studying for the quizzes, tests & exams.
· Do your best on all homework and in-class work.  Practice is like a mental workout.  The best workouts are the ones that require the most mental energy, so DON’T GIVE UP, even if it is tough.  
· Important Policies:
· I will strictly enforce all policies and procedures outlined in the student handbook.
· Students do not talk while the teacher is talking or demonstrating a topic in the front of the class.



	· Missing Assignment Policy:
· Students are expected to complete all assignments by the assigned dates.
· If you are sick or miss class for any reason (including excused field trips and performances), it is your responsibility to CHECK THE MISSING WORK FOLDER for missing assignments.
· Classwork is practice that prepares you for the test and is a key component to mastering the standard.  All classwork will be collected or submitted to Canvas at the end of class, unless the teacher gives other directives.  Classwork not turned in by the end of class will receive a grade of zero.
· Restroom: Our school has adopted the 10/10 rule.  Students will not be given hall passes the first or last ten minutes of class.
· Consequences: The teacher reserves the right to choose appropriate consequences on case by case basis.
· Verbal Warning
· Phone call Home
· Individual Teacher Conference
· Referral to Administration

	Grading/Assessment

	· The School-Wide Grading Scale is as Follows:
· A (90-100%)                       D (70%-74%)
· B (80%-89%)                       F (69%- 0%)
· C (75%-79%)                       
· **Remember, I do not “give” grades. You earn them.  
Evaluation (Schoolwide Grading Policy)

· Minor Grades = 60% (quizzes, labs, and other graded assignments to assess certain standards in a 
unit of study) 
· Major Grades = 40% (unit tests, major quizzes, research papers, project-based assignments, and other culminating assessments to measure mastery of standards that comprise a unit of study)

	Course Procedures
· Labs: We will do labs as much as possible.  Students must pass lab safety test and return their safety contract signed by a parent or guardian to be able to participate in lab activities.  Failure to follow safety procedures (i.e. wearing goggles, horse playing in lab) will result in student losing their lab privileges.
· Notebook and or binder: All notes (in Cornell format) will be written and kept in a notebook.  All handouts, homework and class work can be pasted into composition notebook.
· Tests and Quizzes: will be given over the course of the 9 weeks grading period.  
· Homework:  Students should expect to have home most nights.  Homework is the time for practice.  Therefore, THERE IS NO REASON TO COPY.  

	To Achieve Success In This Course

	· As High School students, I expect you to behave as young adults and professional scientists.  The consequences above result from your CHOICE not to follow the rules.  You are in control of your behavior & education.
· 

	Additional Information

	· Contact Information: zeinesa@richmond.k12.ga.us
·  After-school Tutoring is available by appointment
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